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In short, every requisite becoming a prince was dis-
played. Dancing girls and boys, singers, musicians
and buffoons, in rich apparel, were in waiting, and
singing in concert. I led the young merchant in, and
seated him on the masnad;1 I was all amazement
[and said to myself] " 0 God, in so short a time how
have such preparations been made ?" I was staring
around and walking about in every direction, but I
could, nowhere perceive a trace of the beautiful lady;
searching for her, I went into the kitchen, and I saw
her there, with an upper garment on her neck, slippers
on her feet, and a white handkerchief thrown over her
head, plain and simply dressed, and without any
jewels.

"She on whom G-od hath bestowed beauty has no need of ornaments;
Behold how beautiful appears the moon, without decorations."

She was busily employed in the superintendence of
the feast, and was giving directions for the eatables,
saying, " have a care that [this dish] may be savoury,
and that its moisture, its seasoning and its fragrance,
may be quite correct." In this toil that rose-like
person was all over perspiration.

I approached her with reverence, and having ex-
pressed my admiration of her good sense, and the
propriety of her conduct, I invoked blessings upon
her. On hearing my compliments, she was displeased,
and said, " various deeds are done on the part of

1 The masnad and its large back pillow are criterions of Asiatic etiquette,
To an inferior or dependant, the master of the house gives the comer of
the masnad to sit on ; to an equal or intimate Mend, ho gives part of the
large pillow to lean on; to a superior, he abandons the whole piUow, and
betakes himself to the corner of the mamad.